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Of the Extravagance of our FuNeRALs. 


are we aflured, by the Voice of Hiftory, that all wife Legiflators have 

confidered public Prodigality as the Bane of Society, and a Kind of political 
Cancer which corrodes and demolifhes the beft regulated Conftitution. For this Reafon 
they framed Laws to inhibit this formidable Evil, upon the Introduction of which, they 
thought it impoffible to preferve the State from Ruin and Mifery. Upon thefe Principles 
Lycurcus, one of the moft celebrated Lawgivers of Antiquity, enacted the fevereft 
Penalties againft this deftructive Vice. From the punctual Execution of the 
Roman Laws, in this refpect equally rigorous, is, in a great Meafure to be derived, the 
Splendor and Prowefs of antient Rome. .But when in Procefs of Time, the ambitious 
Leaders of Faétion introduced the luxurious Modes of living, which they had learn’d 
from the Grecians and Affiatics, they accelerated the Fall of that mighty Empire, which 
had reduced the greateft Part of the then known World, to its Obedience, 


A § the Dangers flowing from Luxury are evident from the Reafon of Things, fo 


By the Luxury of the leading Men of Athens was that once illuftrious State enflaved by 
Puitip, who pav'd the Road to that univerfal Monarchy which was afterwards 


compleated by his Son ALEXANDER. 


Tue fame Caufes will invariably produce the fame Effects ; and that Luxury is the 
Harbinger of a dying State, is a Truth too obvious to require the Formality of Proof. 
Hence MAcHIAVEL advifes a Prince who would deftroy a Country, to introduce Vice and 


Luxury, as the moft effectual Expedients for accomplifhing his Defigns. 


Our extraordinary Succefs during the late War, has given Rife to a Method of living 
unknown to our frugal Anceftors. At prefent our Trade is at a low Ebb, but ftill our 
Profufion continues unretrench’d. Amongft othe? Inftances of Extravagance, the 
following Letter exhibits to our View, a Piece of Luxury that has long been the 
Complaint of every wife and virtuous Man amongit us. It is wrote by a fincere Lover 
of his Country, whofe Obfervations I am proud of conveying to the Public. 


To the InpepENDENT REFLECTOR. 
New-York, March 17, 175% 
“PNDEED, Si, it is with Sorrow and Indignation, that I behold your implacable 
Adverfaries, almoit weekly violating both Truth and Decency, to malign your 
Charaéter, and mifreprefent your Defign. But let it be your Confolation and Crown of 


rejoicing, that in general you are only calumniated by thofe, whofe Praife would be the 


greateft Infamy you could fuffer. 
Ir 
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‘Ir affects me at the fame Time with fingular Delight, that, fupported by the 
Teftimony of a good Confcience, you can appeal to the Tribunal of Heaven for your 
Sincerity ; and, being influenced by no View of perfonal Promotion, are able to pity and 
defpife the Obloquies of an ungrateful, a traducing Generation. ‘This I mention, not by 
Way of Compliment, but folely to animate you in your Progrefs, and to enter 
my Proteft againft the Difcontinuance of your noble Paper, on Account of the ftupid 
Oppofition you have met with. From the Example of your Readinefs to ferve your 
Country, already exhibited in -feveral of your Productions, I am emboldened to fend 
you the following indigefted Hints, which you will be pleafed fo to range and methodize 
as not to derogate from the Character of your Writings. 


¢ THo’ we are in many Inftances luxurious and extravagant, there is, perhaps, no 
Article in which we carry our Prodigality to a higher Excefs, than that of our Funerals, 


One would think that the Sorrow we feel at the Death of a Relation, was a fuffcient | 


Calamity, without the Aggravation of making ourfelves anxious about the Preparation of 
a pompous Interment. Whoever is not infenfible to the tender Emotions of Sorrow 
and Diftrefs, on fo melancholy an Occafion, can but ill relifh the additional Load of 
Solicitude, that the deceafed is carried to his Grave with the fafhionable Apparatus, 
and buried Alamode. But this is not the worft Part of the Story. Befides the Lois of, 
perhaps, him who was the only Support of the Family, and whofe Death is to the 
Survivors the Beginning of Calamity and Indigence, the fcanty Remainder, which 
might afford them a comfortable Subfiftence, is expended in the idle Magniticence of 
committing him to the Tomb. For the Sake of complying with this ruinous Cuftom, 
I have known many a Family diffipate at leaft a fourth Part of their whole Fortune, 
and difabled to fubfift on the Refidue without the greateft Shifts and Affiduity. Nor can 
they, while fuch is the Fathion, refrain from following it : For were they to coniult the 
deceafed’s Circumftances inftead of his Rank, they would be obnoxious to the ill-natur’d 
Cenfures of a malicious World, who would interpret their commendable Parfimony into 
Avarice, or fomething more unnatural. The moft favourable Conftruction would be 
that their deviating from the general Practice, proceeded from their Inability to afford 
a more magnificent Funeral. 


* AGAIN, if we confider the Manner in which this ridiculous Expence is conducted, 
we fhall find it a Lofs to the Perfon upon whom it falls, without being an Advantage 
to any. The Scarfs and the Rings are generally beftowed on the Rich, to whofe 
Wealth they make, comparatively fpeaking, no Addition, tho’ to the Giver they prove 
a very confiderable Burthen. To the Dead ’tis of no Avail. With the Situation of 
the Mourner ‘tis wholly inconfiftent, and a Kind of Burlefque on true and filent 
Sorrow, which endeavours to avoid Pomp and Noife, and chufes the fequeftred Haunts 
of Solitude and Retirement. The Money fquandered in Liquor, is often worfe than 
thrown away ; it intoxicates and imbrutes that noble Being who prides him(elf in the 
Title of rational, and looks ereé&t on Heaven. 


‘ As Peopte in the inferior Stations of Life, arc extremely apt to imitate thofe who 
move in a more elevated Sphere : It ought to be the Endeavour of the latter to fet 
them the laudable Example of fuppreffing this fantaftical and inconvenient Piece of 
Luxury. Their Circumftances could not be called in Queftion, and did they retrench 
all fuperfluous Articles, it would meet with univerfal Approbation ; becaufe all would 
agree it was for the Sake of difcountenancing fo abfurd a Cuftom ; and their Inferiors 
tho’ they imitated, would not pretend to rival them. Thus might there be 
a proper Subordination in the Charge of Funerals, and at the fame Time every Clafs 


of Men interr their Dead with fuitable Decency and Decorum. 
*‘ WitHovut 
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¢ WiTHOUT entering into nice Calculations about this monftrous Piece of Extravagance, 
let us only fuppofe, Mr. Reflector, that on the Funerals of thofe in the higher and 
middle Stations of Life, there is expended, at leaft, Fifty Pounds beyond what is really 
neceflary and decent; which I take to be a Computation vaftly within the Bounds of 
Reafon and Probability: Yet, at this Rate what immenfe Sums muft the intombing of 
eur Inhabitants, in a few Years, amount to? How many indigent Families might be 
cherifhed and fupported with what is thus ridiculoufly lavifh’d on the Dead ? 


‘Nor have I the leaft Apprehenfion of being, of this Occafion, charged with 
Singularity of Opinion. I am not againft fhewing that Decency, that Refpect and 
even Reverence for the Dead, which has been practifed by all civilized Nations, and 
feem to be the natural Dictate of Humanity refined and cultivated. What I argue 
againft is the needlefs and exorbitant Expence of Funerals ; and in this I have the 
general Suffrage of my Fellow Citizens. It is almoft univerfally inveighed againft and 
condemned, and yet no one appears to have fufficient Refolution to attempt a Reformation. 
Happy would it be was this the only Thing in which no Reformation is attempted! In 
Holland, a Republic famed for the Wifdom of its Laws, and generally celebrated for its 
public Frugality, this Expence is limited by Law, and the Offences againft it 
punifhed by a Forfeiture. So in Bo/fon, where this romantic Affectation of furpafling 
each other in the Grandeur of their Funerals, was carried to an enormous Profufenefs, 
the Legiflature was obliged to interpofe, and render it penal to exceed a Sum limited by 
an Act enaéted for its Retrenchment. 


‘Wuere aClergyman or a Phyfician hath deferved well of a Family, by his 
Attendance on the Deceafed, I fhould not be againft fending a genteel Prefent in a 
private Manner, in Lieu of the Scarfs, or Rings ufually given at Funerals. Was this the 
Praétice, it would only be followed by thofe who could afford it, as it would not fall 
within public Obfervation, by whom it was done or neglected. But fuch is at 
prefent, the ridiculous Fondnefy, of Perfons in the moft indifferent Circumftances, for 
imitating the Fafhion, that a Clergyman of undoubted Veracity told me, he remembered 
feveral Inftances of Funerals made at the ufual Expence, by Perfons who have 
afterwards pleaded Poverty to obtain the Remiffion of the burial Fees. 


©Wuerner the above Remarks are fo far worthy the Confideration of our Superiors, 
as to turn their Thoughts to plan a Law for the Regulation of this Extravagance, I thall 
not take upon me to determine. I rather wifh our Gentlemen of Figure and Influence 
would, by their laudable Example, fo difcountenance this abfurd Cuftom, as to render 
the Interpofition of the Legiflature unneceflary, and enjoy for their Reward, that inward and 
Heart-felt Satisfaction, arifing from making their Superiority in Life, inftrumental in 
banifhing from amongft us a Practice fo greatly injurious to their Country. I cannot, 
at the fame Time help thinking, that a Tax on Luxury and Extravagance in general, in 
Imitation of the Romans, and feveral other wife Nations, who frequently made fumptuary 
Laws, by which they turned private Vices into public Benefits ; would be highly 
reafonable and proper. 


‘ To prevent the little Critics from all future fnarling againft my Propofals, I hope, 
Mr. Reflector, you will not fail to refine and embellifh, by your mafterly Pen, thefe 
undecorated Hints, which I offer up from a Soul devoted, according to the beft of my 
Judgment, to the Public Weal, wherein I may probably be no lefs fingular, than in the 
Name by which I have before fubfcribed myfelf, 

Your moft Humble Servant, 
SHADRECH PLESIANUs.” 
To 
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To ihe INDEPENDENT REFLECTOR. 


SIR, 
; M ON G the many Objections raifed by the Enemies of civil and religious 
> - 
< Liberty, againft your Sentiments on our future College, there is one which {oy 


‘ 


its peculiar Malignity, deferves, in my Opinion, the fevereft Animadveérfons, 
‘It has often been advanced by Perfons equally unacquainted with your Subjeét and 
* Defign, that: inftead of delineating a juft Plan for fo noble a Stucture, you have 
‘ endeavoured, by raifing the Heat of Parties, to prevent our having any College at all, 
‘ This Affertion contains a double Charge, either Part of which were it true, would be 
‘ fufficient to blaft the growing Reputation of your weekly Reflections. 


‘For my Part, I have confidered your Papers with the Impartiality becoming a 
‘ Friend of public Vertue, and cannot difcover the leaft Marks of an Attempt to raife 
‘ Animofities among your Fellow Creatures. You have indeed animated the various 
* Sects among us, to guard againft the Encroachments of each other, which to me 
appears to be the moft natural Means for fuppreffing the Growth of party Zeal : For 
the Heat of Sectaries confitts not in a mutual Watchfulnefs, by which they feverally 
keep themfelves in a State of Independence ; but on the Contrary is the natural 
Offspring of a perfecuting Spirit in the prevailing Perfuafion, and the juft Refentment 
of the injured and opprefled. Where all Men enjoy an equal Freedom in Profeffion 
and Practice, there can be no Room for the Exertion of fo uncharitable a Fervour ; and 
nothing but unwarrantable Encroachments can be productive of Heat and Oppofition. 
In endeavouring, therefore, to fupport the Freedom of each particular Sect, you have 


evidently aimed at the Repofe and Tranquility of the Whole. 
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‘ Bur after all, had you arrouzed the Spirit of Party among the People of this 
Province, is there not fufficient Reafon to warrant fuch a Conduct, tho’ fo loudly 
exclaimed againft? Does not one Perfuafion openly and avowedly claim the 
Management of an Affair, with which the Happinefs of all Sects is moft intimately 
conneéted ? And will not fo daring an Encroachment juftify the utmoft Rage of the 
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Parties infulted ?) While any Denomination continues fo infolent a Claim, it becomes 
a public Writer induftrioufly to rake up the. Sparks of Party, and fan the Fire of 


Oppofition til! it mounts into an univerfal Blaze. 
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‘Tue fecond Part. of the Charge is, that you aim at having no College. And for 


. 


this Affertion, whoever candidly reads your Papers, will own there is not the leaf 
Foundation. You have convinced the World that you are fenfible of the vat 
Advantages of a Public Academy, and would willingly have it fecure againft the 


. 


. 


ce 


Attacks of every Denomination, that it might continue an inexhauftible Fund of 
univerfal Happinefs, to lateft Pofterity. It is true you have declared, that you would 
prefer our. prefent illiterate State, to all the Benefits we can poffibly purchafe by 
raifing a College at the Expence of our Liberty: And this, doubtlefs, ‘is what they 
mean by your aiming at having noCollege at all. Nor can they be perfuaded, that 
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“rough uncultivated Liberty, is infinitely preferable to the mof polifhed and ornamented 
* Servitude. I am your Humb’e Servant, 
B ACADEMICUS, 


Rye, 18th May, 1753. 
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New-York : Printed hy J. Parker, at the New Printing-Offce in Beaver-Street, 
by whom Letters to the Author are carefully delivered. 
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